
LOCATION: Pukatawagen, Manitoba

OBJECTIVE:  To provide healthy fresh food to community members by harvesting fish and meat and to help 
community members develop communication skills, self-awareness, patience, tolerance and teamwork.

Pukatawagan (Mathias Colomb Cree Nation), meaning “fishing place” in Cree, is a remote Northern community 
on the shore of the Missinippi of the Churchill River. The traditional local language is Woodland/Asineskak 
Cree. There is no all-weather road, so residents rely on train and plane for transportation in and out of 
Pukatawagn.  It is estimated that a family of six (2 adults and 4 children) spends approximately $1,500 a month 
on food at the community store.

PUKATAWAGEN
COUNTRY FOODS

Successes
• Five smoke houses were built.
• Two families smoked meat and shared it at a 

community feast while the other families used their 
smoke houses to prepare food for family gatherings. 

• Smoked fish was shared with Elders and other 
community members.

• Two group hunting trips were organized and made 
down river and community members went out on the 
land together.

Challenges
• Moose hunting was unsuccessful due to forest fires in 

the regular hunting region. 
• Managing communication in the community was a 

challenge. The community does not have good internet 
and phone lines are similar to party lines where use of 
the line by one person blocks the line for others.

Next steps
• The smoke houses will be used for many more years. 

Organizations involved
The Northern Association of Community Councils 
(NACC) was the initial organization offering support to 
the community gardening programs. Manitoba Agriculture 
Food and Rural Development (MAFRD) supported the 
purchase of a greenhouse for growing bedding plants. 
With the help of the council, the greenhouse was built and 
bedding plants were raised. NACC provided preservation 
workshops in fruit canning.
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