
Successes
• The greenhouse provided job opportunities to three community members.
• Every community household grew a vegetable garden.
• Fruit and vegetable preservation workshops, including canning and smoking, were provided by the 

Northern Association of Community Councils.
• Many of the vegetables grown were preserved through canning, smoking and freezing. 
• Community members shared healthy recipes. 
• Community members purchased plants from the greenhouse for their home gardens. 
• People from nearby communities purchased plants from the greenhouse, stimulating the local economy.
• Community buildings, such as the hall were used at no-cost for project events and activities. 
• Nothing went to waste at the end of the season; unsold flowers were planted in the cemetery or donated 

to the school.
• Council was extremely supportive of the project and provided organizational oversight. 

Barrows Community Greenhouse
Location 

Objective

Barrows, Manitoba has a population of about 100 and acts as the 
service centre for smaller surrounding communities.  It is located 
near Red Deer Lake and the Saskatchewan border.  

To enhance community resources and knowledge on sustainable 
living by growing local food and promoting healthy eating habits 
through the community greenhouse. 

In 2013, a mid-sized greenhouse for vegetables and bedding plants for the local community was 
constructed with support from Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Development. In 2014, 
operations were refined in the greenhouse, and local enthusiasm for and knowledge about food 
production grew.  This year, the community planned to enhance the community greenhouse and 
expand by adding fruit trees and berry plants, facilitating preservation workshops and selling plants to 
neighbouring communities for additional revenue. 

Challenges

Next Steps
• Adjust plant prices for greenhouse financial sustainability. 
• Try new varieties of plants in the greenhouse.
• Improve greenhouse ventilation by installing high-quality fans.
• Install an interior wood stove to combat fluctuating temperatures.
• Increase advertising to encourage more business for the greenhouse. 
• Apply for funding to purchase more fruit trees. 
• Plan and host more workshops on food preservation. 
• Encourage young people to get involved in the project.

• Some seeds had low germination rates. 
• Air flow and circulation were not adequate and 

fans are required.
• Could not maintain a consistent temperature 

for ideal growth during colder nights. 
• Low volunteer participation by youth and 

young adults. 

“ More people are preserving, 
freezing, canning –
and wanting to do it.

“ Our greenhouse is a project 
that is benefiting the 
community in more ways 
than I first imagined.
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