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BARROWS:

Community Greenhouse
The Barrows Community Greenhouse
is 10ft x 30ft and was established in
2013 through a grant from Manitoba
Agriculture. The greenhouse is owned
and managed by the Barrows Community
Council, though originally we wanted a
community member to take on the project
as a private enterprise.
The project has grown into a centerpiece
for our community. It’s where some
community members gain employment,
where people take workshops to learn
how to garden and cook, and where
others volunteer their time to help out.
The greenhouse beautifies our school
and cemetery. It hosts workshops around
food, stimulates recipe exchanges, and
brings customers into the community.
The market for our greenhouse plants has
increased every year with more demand
from people outside our local area. People
are happy with the plants we raise and
some have even suggested we raise our
prices. We try to keep the price low to
encourage healthy eating.
You can see change taking place in
Barrows. Over the last four years every
household that wasn’t already growing
food in our community has taken up
gardening on some level. From large
backyard plots bigger than an acre, to
smaller raised beds or pots of tomatoes,
everyone is growing something.

cherry trees are yielding good amounts of
fruit. Haskap, strawberries and raspberries
bushes are yielding enough for snacking
and jam-making.
Everyone is getting involved. Before it
was the older people in the community
and now even the younger people are
doing things and getting involved. The
kids come to the greenhouse with their
parents and grandparents and they help
in the gardens.
We have had some challenges learning to
operate a greenhouse and knowing which
systems needed to be improved. Since
starting, we have added better fans for
improved airflow, added a wood stove to
keep it warm during colder nights, and
improved our watering systems. We’ve
also recognised it’s important to support
and train our staff properly so that the
plants grow well and we don’t have losses.
These things take time to figure out. The
cost of food is high in our community
and there are health challenges, so it’s
worth it to stick to our project and make
it stronger and stronger. Next year we
hope to take our plants to farmers markets
if we have extra, and to get more young
people involved. We hope to keep this
greenhouse going for a long time.

From Sherry Ferland, Barrows CAO:
“The main thing I have noticed is that
we have more ideas being shared in
the community and more people are
preserving, canning and smoking foods. If
someone has a good recipe, it gets passed
around the community and everyone
tries it. People are smoking fish, making
soup, making salsa and pickles. Almost
everyone is doing something. People are
finding out what they like. For example,
this year we didn’t order and grow
cantaloupe because we didn’t think there
was a demand for it. Then people were
really looking for it in the greenhouse and
disappointed that it wasn’t there. I will be
sure to order them this year!”

As part of this project we planted fruit
trees and berry bushes throughout the
community and they are really starting
to produce! Grape vines, apple and
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> OBJECTIVES
Bring people
together, promote
healthy eating
habits, make training
opportunities and
plants available
locally and provide
community
employment
opportunities.

Barrows
LEGEND
Provincial Truck Highway 2 Lane, Paved
Provincial Roads - 2 Lane, Paved
Provincial Roads - Gravel
Winter Roads
Winter access only and weather dependent –
Routes may not be as shown.

Community Location
Public Airport
Hospital
First Nations
Railway

> PHOTO DETAILS
[1] Seedlings under indoor
grow lights. [2] Seedlings in
greenhouse. [3] Jim Woods
with his grandchildren in
Barrows. [4] New garden
2016 Barrows. [5] Barrows
Cooking Canning Workshop.
[6] Daniel Bemet in Barrows
greenhouse.

Our greenhouse is a project that is
benefiting the community in more ways

> LOCATION
The community of
Barrows is located
near the ManitobaSaskatchewan border,
90 minutes south of
The Pas and an hour
north of Swan River.
The population is
approximately 100
people. Barrows is the
local service centre
for many smaller
communities.

then I first imagined.
– Sherry Ferland, Barrows CAO
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